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1. The average Soviet worker paid llttie attentlon to offiolal propeganda or
politice in general. EHe was so ocoupled at his two jobs that he had no time
$0 be interested in politice. The average Soviet citigen was buey each day
from 0800 to 2200 heurs; elther working at his job where he 4id not earn
enough money tu meke ends meet or busy with additional efforts to obtein the
necersary food and clothing which were lacking. In short, the average worker
cared 1little about who was runnlag the government. He was only concerned that
he earn enough money to feed and clothe his family, | I
[ |Soviet workers, /pay checks 4id not cover 25X
L'ﬁa‘m expenges,| [they wers dimsntisfied with the Boviet Govern-
ment in this respect, ' .
2./ " |a few seattered c%on'bmnhtl _/openly criticized the regime,
Some of the older pecple told hat the entlire Boviet regime was rubbish, 25X1
thet 1ife was much hoatier under the Tmars. [ = |Volga-German women
in the Kuybyshev arsa . known distinctly better times before the war. 25X1
They wers absolutely fed up with thelir prosent situation and | |
would commit sulcide if no improvement was reslized, They had eomehow 25X1
been mispleced in the shuffle of deportlag the Volge-Germans during Q
,5
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the war; perhaps they had been married to Soviets. They did
not know where the Volga-Germans had been deported, but|
[ men, women, and children had been separated during
the deportation action, '

3+ As far as party members were concerned, they simply had no
opinions of their own. They learned what the Party told
them and that is all they knew or were expected to know.
They believed that all information was false which contra-
- dicted the current party line| J
\ /

| —

be [‘rTSoviet engineer/ — lexpressed particular pride in
“Tumerous aspects or achievements of Soviet society] =\

L They were proud that the USSR had won the war
and had won it alone. No credit was given to the western
allies for their victory| | They

were proud of thelr industrialization, of the fact that

_ they were moving forward technologically and would soon be
equal to the West in terms of industrial power, Then, too,
they were proud of the indisputable political victories which
the Soviet Union has achieved since the war, And, finally,
they expressed pride in such basic aspects of Soviet socliety
as planned economy, state ownership of industry, equal employ-
ment rights for women, and full employment. However, these
latter points were considered closed issues, established

_facts] , \

\\“/

5. Soviet employees at Plant No. 2 complained mostly about living
conditions; about unavallability of goods, their poor quality
and high prices, inadequate housing, poor transportation, and
low pay. : '

6. The young Soviet engineers at Plant No., 2, all of whom were
party members, stood up with burning eyes and applauded
furiously at the mention of Stalin's name, They were sincerely
corivinced of Stalin’e greatness as .portrayed in Soviet propa~
ganda, ' As far as the average worker was concerned, it was all
the same to him who was dictstor, whether he was called Stalin,
Schultz, or what have you. They knew that, when Stalin dies,
there will be another one to take his place,

7. 1t was difficult to say whether the Soviet population really
believed that their elections were at all significant., . How=
ever, to Judge from the pride and joy which many of them showed
in going to polling places on election day,FAAEE;AAAAAAAAAWtho
average Soviet at least had no conception of any other type

of election and considered the Soviet election system to be
perfectly normal. o

8. From the point of view of party members, svery act of the
Soviet Goverament in the field of foreign policy was correct,
This viewpoint, of course, was emphasized time and time sgain
in Soviet informatiod medie and the local training programs
and was accepted without reservation by engineers at Plant
No. 2. Any other interpretation would have been beyond their

_ understanding, [
\

\
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9. Purthermore, Soviet in the designing office :
denied the existence of the "iron curtain', denied the . - 25X1
poliey of isolation imposed on itselfr by the Soviet state,
However, for this question they had a seemingly logical though
standard answer, They argued that i1f a Soviet citizen wishes
to accept employment abroad, he is free to do so. However,
this 1s impossible in capltalist countries, where misguided

men are in power who would never give a Job to 8. Communist, .
They admitted that forelgners are not granted free access

to the Soviet Union, explaining that it would soon be flooded
with hostlle elements, if this were the case. 'Persons of '
§°°d wlll, with correct political viewpolnts, aré not only al- -
Jowed to enter the Soviet Union but are invited to do so by
the Soviet Government,. According to these party members, ' the
‘Sovlet Union is no different from any other country, as no
nation allows hostile elemente to crossjitsmﬁgrders. I
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* 12, The longing for peace. on Lhe part of the average Soviet A
eltizen 1a not only weliten sbont in Soviet propagentia but: ¢ '

. Aleo 18 an established Cact, No Soviets| were in, 25X1
T fovor of another war, A7l feared the possibility of a woueld

conflict, Bveryone was scutely congelous of the atarvation,
poverty, milltary gervice, and Jdesth which had regulted fron
the last conflict, Howaver, Chis does not mean that the

average Soviet cifilzen would not mareh along if his govern-

ment announced that there was going to be and had to be a
war with the West. " 25x1
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Few if any Soviet workers at Plant No. 2 could afford

to own a radio set. ZEvery apartment in Upravlencheskiy

was equipped with a loud speaker network outlet. - These

were presumably used by most families thers. However, all of
‘the leading Soviet engineers and managerial personnel owned
large radio sets equipped to pick up short-wave broadcasts.

Evidently meny of these radio owners listened to news biroad-
casts from the West, as they were often familiar with events
not publicized in the Soviet Press. For example, they knew
of the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, the atom bomb
explosion in the USSR, and | |statement that all
Germans had been repatriated from the Soviet Union before

this information was disseminated by Soviet information media.

]
L\ [moat Soviets

spoke openly only in the presence of a small circle of trusted
friends, o o
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